Singapore Secrets

Unearthing Lion City Finds

Find a cause!

The Finder talks to, and admires, lots of people who support worthy causes in

Singapore. Here JASSI

1 2010, the spotlight was thrown
Imv Anuradha Koirala (pictured
above left) when she won the

CNN Hero of the Year award for her
unwavering efforts 1o help victims
of sex trafficking in Nepal. A teacher
turned social activist, 62-year-old
Anuradha started her quest in 1993
She was invaved in r.ndmg brothels,
patrolling the | pal border and
Pescuing sils on the verge of being
sold into the sex trade and a life of
rape, torture and slavery for profit
- someone else’s. Through her own
foundation Maifi Nepa, Anuradha has
helped almost 12,000 such women

get an educati
r learn a skill

n,

finding
y out from their

a permanent w:
dark sex slavery days and towards a

brighter life.

For certain there is general
abhorrence towards human
rafficking, however, the activity
continues 1o thrive and in some c:
is growing at appalling rates. This is
a by-product of three main factors -
there’s a strong demand for cheap or
easily exploited labour, a vast supply
of people seeking an income to meet
needs and others

ing is the third largest
mmnmlmu.d crime _ after illegal

irugs and arms trafficking - and i
Deleved 1 rake i bilions of dolars
each year. According 1o the Unfe
Nations Office on Drugs and Cimes,
human trafficking s one of the fasest
I activities in the
world and exists in every continent,
region mu! country - from the poorest
0 the richest. And in most modern
Socitics c.~| ecially in Singapore,
where in the face of economic
progress, the Republic has become a
potential hub for such operations.

“The uncomfortable truth is
that sex trafficking is right at your

doorstep. But you can do something
about it. Even the smallest gesture
can help.
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ing MIN PETER finds out more about human trafficking, what
some organisations are doing in the fight fo stop it and how you can help.

Taking action
The quest (o eradicate this global crisis is on-going requiring participation from
government and non-government organisations.

1n2010,The Singapore Covermen tomad ihe lieeAgency 0 on Trafficking
rsons (T which s cuenty working on o Naftonl Pan of Aclon, While
Voo Boor Co.Chai o T carmis a6 Gan GhGYs b6 one? o faskioree
o

rossively
and pr The faking
speci Mc moowlu 1o identity g keeping
Dmmhnlon in check.
Ainistry y Youtn Ministy of
‘Manpower ning g
Including and counsaling and asserts
. Curtently, he spocific

‘g
offences, anyone

ho Taskorce is y logisiations, policies and
enforcement practices o beter combat he crime.

HOME
services 1o migra
The help desk.

ansporiaion assiflance, parolegal assisance, cate aupport and lollow up
Vi he poioe. AMOW ond sbopieRizcoing o FounderPresident Bridget

providing
of labour and

fooch out fo the
migrant communhv and pofentaly
ing on volunteers' best
et A i
is The raicking
o Conbron ancYouno Poopis compolon, his three year parnership w
dool rom UN Women. wunchld n
Tofcking i ss ar king wih

Chow, Geneval Manager Fis Body Shop explaine...

ki b nescAn dos
nds Kind Hear
o 07 5y o o Al goto ECPATand The Body
o sl 6§27 600
fion movement hos so ar seen seven milon people sign n supporior the

e once people underond
I e bole hey can colechvely gk chonge ikl NoUc be ore cmpoverns fo do

wihihe ssuo baing real and presen o oxpect chanige wil be enacied and ihal o
Pl can o so vi The Body " says Josephi

According o o right),‘Tne
mitee for UN Women’s fole in the STOP Sex Trafficking of Children and Young
Seopio compalgn hos prmarly boon it of publc awareness bull Iough
falks, s,

frafficking,

fo work prevention
offenders and ser

So ultimately, it's not enough to just talk about the issue, it’s time to do something
about it. As individuals, we don't need to wait for huge funds or the backup of a major
organisation to fight the war against human trafficking. Start today by doing something
small as being the eyes and ears and reporting any suspicious cases of trafficking. All we
need is compassion and willingness to make this world a better place - a lesson best learnt
through Anuradha Koirala's unwavering efforts to help victims of sex traificking.

Support a cause!
Voluntoor at HOME - www.

home.org.sg
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